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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of 
the disclosure. 

The abstract contains the legal phraseology "means" in lines 3 and 6. The 
form and legal phraseology often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," 
should be avoided. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 1 and 15 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

a) In claim 1, line 3, and claim 15, line 4, the claimed limitation "the display 
means" should be corrected to "the display". 

b) In claim 1, line 4, and claim 15, lines 4-5, the claimed limitation "the 
machine" should be corrected to "the gaming machine". 

c) In claim 1, lines 6-7, the claimed limitation "the determining means" should 
be corrected to "the determining module". 

d) In claim 1, line 7, and claim 15, line 7, the claimed limitation "the probability 
of the player" should be corrected to "a probability of a player". 

Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of35U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particulairly pointing out and 
distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

a) In claim 1, line 6, and claim 15, line 6, and claim 1 the claimed limitation 
"the awarding of an initial prize" lacks of antecedent basis. 

b) In claim 6, line 6, the claimed limitation "the addition of prizes" lacks of 
antecedent basis, 

c) The remaining claims are rejected as being the rejected base claim. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
5. Claims 1-25 aire rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Baerlocher et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,406,369) in view of Vancura (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,409,172). 

Claims 1-2: Baerlocher discloses a gaming machine having a display and a 
game controller arranged to control images of symbols displayed on the display (Fig. 
1), the game controller is arranged to play a game wherein at least one random 
event is caused to be displayed on the display and, if a predefined winning event 
occurs, the gaming machine awards a prize (col. 5, lines 40-48; and col. 6, lines 20- 
27), the gaming machine includes a determining module for determining whether or 
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not at least one further prize, following the awarding of an initial prize (col. 16, lines 
66-67), is to be awarded (col. 6, lines 28-43). Baerlocher does not explicitly disclose 
determining the probability of the player successfully winning a further prize using 
the value of an initial prize. However, since Baerlocher discloses that the probability 
of success decreases in accordance with the increase of the multipliers (col. 3, lines 
51-57; col. 8, lines 25-40; and col. 13, lines 61-63), and since the value of a prize is 
determined by multipl)dng the player's bet by the bonus multiplier achieved by the 
player (col. 11, lines 30-33; and col. 12, lines 19-21), Baerlocher obviously disclose 
determining the probability of the player successfully winning a further prize using 
the value of an initial prize in order to increase excitement of the game. Vancura, 
further, discloses relating a probability of landing on each position to the prize 
value of each position so that a predetermined game return is maintained in the 
casino (col. 2, lines 36-39; col. 3, lines 29-49; col. 4, lines 46-49; col. 7, lines 33- 
38). It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to incorporate determining the probability of the player 
successfully winning a further prize using the value of a prize of Vancura to the 
gaming machine of Baerlocher in order to provide an expected return to the player. 

Claim 3: Baerlocher discloses the prize won is in the form of a number of 
credits (col. 12, lines 19-23). Further, determining a probability of winning a 
further prize based on a criteria such as average credits awarded to players would 
have been both well-known and obvious design choice according to a game 
designer's preference. 
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Claim 4: Vancura discloses determining the probability of success so that the 
average number of credits won in respect of the game after completion of the 
determination of the probability of success is approximately the same as the 
number of credits won before the completion of the determination of the probability 
of success (col. 3, lines 29-49; col. 4, lines 46-49). 

Claim 5: Vancura discloses that the player risks losing at least a portion of 
the already won prize if any subsequent outcome is unsuccessful (col. 6, lines 45- 
48). 

Claim 6: since Vancura discloses providing for an expected return on the 
overall game within a predetermined limit (coL 5, lines 6-7 and 54-55), Vancura 
obviously discloses determining the probability of success of winning any further 
prizes based on the total prize the player has won. 

Claim 7: Vancura discloses including a plurality of pathways and the player 
is able to choose one of the pathways as an initial step in playing the game (Fig. 6; 
col. 3, liens 12-16; and col. Col. 4, lines 9-10). 

Claim 8: Vancura discloses switching from one pathway to another pathway 
(Fig. 1; col. 8, lines 9-12). 

Claims 9-10: Vancura discloses each pathway has a predetermined number 
of steps (col. 4, lines 43-49). 

Claims 1 1-12: Vancura discloses applying a numerical constant to each step 
in each pathway in determining the probability of successfully completing that step 
in the pathway if selected by the player, the numerical constant being related to an 
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average prize won up to that point in the game (col. 4, lines 36-49). Further, 
applying the same numerical constant to corresponding steps in each of the 
pathways would have been obvious design choice and requires only routine skill in 

the art. 

Claim 13: Vancura discloses predetermining the numerical constants (col. 4, 
lines 36-37). 

Claim 14: Vancura discloses determining the numerical constants such that 
the effect of a player switching pathways is obviated (col. 3, lines 46-49; col. 4, lines 
36-42). 

Claims 15-25: refer to discussion in claims 1-4, 6-11 and 13-14 above. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Kim T. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4441. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 
8:30AM to 5:OOPM ET. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Xuan Thai, can be reached on (571) 272-7147. The central 
official fax number is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
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Art Unit: 3714 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto,gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Date: January 3, 2007 



Kim T. Nguyen 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3714 



